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it Creatures are rather Aﬀed, 


that is , carried by a ſwing of natu- . 


rall propenſity , ro their ſeverall 
_— « ans A. they att ormoye 
themſelyes. 


The H. Conclkſon. 
T. Hat there is ſom ultimate or laſt 


end of hmanc life.In all things 
which are efſentially ordinate one 


£0 another, we ſee that the firſt and 


inci bein ved , allthe 
pies wn tee 
mult faile : So the firſt moyer or 


cauſe of all things being denyed, all 


inferiour Agents and fecond 
muſt of| ceaſe. Nowin all 
humane ARions there is 2 certain 


Of a Chriſtian life. 3 
| ample; inthe' building” of an houſe, 
wee provide ſtones in order to reare 
| the walls, the walls we - intend for 
+ the houle-lake', 'the houle for our 
dwelling : Burin -things of this na- 
F— rare thar: which firlt exciteth the 
mind ofthe Agent , and moves him 
to work is the end , or ayme which 
he defireth to compaſs by duemeans; 
if therefore there were not ſome wH+ 
temate or laſt exd +, beyond which 
nothing elſe could be intended of de- 
fired, the appetite of man. would 
never be fixed , bur perperually de- 
firing this: thirg for _—— 
andrthar: thing 'again for o= 
ther,and. {o ininfinitum_ : where- 
upon it would alto follow, that there 
could be no Terme or period of his 
| Action , which were abſurd. Wee 
. mult therefore of neceſſity grant 
ſome #lrimate or laſtendof the life 
of man,I mean which ſhall be ſim- 
ply and ablolucely ſuch, and from 
A 3 whiclr 


IT” —— 


aGually agd diftindly upon that 
at ya des leatlly and view 
lyit hould be , as upon the thing, 
which doth -in the fart place and 


to work: for fo we tee ,all men/ are 


moved todo whatthey db, eicher to 
ayoid nuſery  , or to-procure thei» 
ſelves happineſſe, for as much as all 
men have this general end,as it were, 


whither they ſhoald all defite to be 
happy or no, but in what Thing 
Truc happineſſe dorh confilt. 


The 


—_—_ 


intotheir minds; and the: 
mT them is not, 
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oe ics x 
end, Ha 1s fach' a 
as'dorh ab( 
It 'the - defire of man : wp a3 
partes nano r nappy 4 
who- both | 
lean ee 
A# on 
when it attaineth its Teo hg 
retoncd perfe&, beratle it doch'all. 
ity ther thitdgs ondy in ofder yoats 
taine-thar ; when therefore that is 
obtained, it "hath nothing elſe wo de- 
ſire, it is therefore they perfect: for 
that which is nor perfeR,is {tit rhirſd» 
ing , fill fecking or defiring to be 
Qed'; But That which 1s ac- 


edoed to be alre perfect; 
muſt winked reaſon be pls tw 


defire perfeRtion. 
A4 The 
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g happineſs h not in 
MESS 0; ward m—_— 


forges vnderfts Riches; Honqurs - 


gnities; Power, &c, ith which-we 
lay The apo of man confoſteth 
wot. For pr whereof I could al- 


focleatagit is , and. acknowled 
by all,L ſhall infift onely upon ſome 
few. My. ficſt reaſon is , becauſe 
happineſs is the. ſupream or chief 
od of man, which admiteth-noc 
leaſt mixture or participation,of 
evill,,no more then the higheſt de- 
of heat doth any degree of cald: 
lefſedneis therefore cannot confilt 
inthe fruition of ſuch goods , which 
(as contuuall experience tells us ) 
do admit variety of cyils , notof 
fortune only or chance , but(which 
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is worſt of all,) the evils of fin : for 
ſo welee , yery wicked men have 
their ſhare in theſe goods. Secondly, 
becauſe Blefſednels is a. Se/f+ſuffice- 


ing gooes luch as ence being had, no 


content«can be wanung ;z but 
we ſec, S_ a man beneyer (0 
well provided of theſe goods, yer 'cis 
polible hemay.be thill in want of 
others- no leſs neceſſary ;:: as arich 
man is not alwayes wiſe , nor a man 
of Honour healthfull. Thirdly,be- 
cauſc Blefledneſs is ſuch a perfeRt 
good Thing , that from it no evill 
can. proceed, . which.is not true of 
Riches, Honours, Power , &c. be» 
cauſe by occaſion of them, through 
the enyy indeed and malice of os 
thers many miſchiefs do ariſe, Mur- 
ders, Parricides, Frealons, & what 


" not? | Fourthly, becauſe the -prig- 


ciples which. diſpo's. a' man; untox 
True happineſs are intrinſecall.or- 
from within hios , it being the co&# 

As where» 
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whearemnto he is naturally ordained 
and fined; Bur unto rhe geods wee 
ſpeak of, Riches, Honours , &c. a 
man is rather diſpoled by cauſes 
extrinſecall and from without hitn, 

rimes , Dy mere cance, 
RF x _—_ com- 
monly Goods of Fortune: 1t is cleat 
theretoce,that in thera Þeliciry can» 


notcoakſt, . 


The V. Concluſion. 


bat naxs happineſſe conſoſteth wot | 
Toth oder te Bn y good s 
of the bouly. wee mean the life of man, 
Heat, » Youth , Strength, 
the like, ha all or in 
any of which,it is manifef, true ha 
pinefle cannot confift. Becauſe firft, 
rhis dody is not made for it fclf, but 
for rhe (oule ; as the matter is ul- 
wayes for the forme , and not the 
ſdrmze ſor the matree, Therefore it 
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is., that all goods belonging, to the 
body , are ordained indeed for the 
ſoule as unto the proper end for 
which they are made. | Befigles , 
ſhould the happinefle of men be 
placed in ſuch goods asthole, this 
{urdity mould. follow , racy 
many EIS 

ate happmefle - more Gn 
—_ for certaialy 25s to che fruition 
of luck bodily oods, there be many 
_ + which far excell man': 4s 

, in length of fife the 
frengeh and c 

Ba i —_ Stag ih fwattaels 

c 1n ſharpſightednels , and in 

nor of health 

Fnottall of chemo —_— 
us,vhat a ounber of helps and how 
much art is IT Oo ere 
fraile carcaſe of ours, mote then of 
any cher kind of creatures ; There- 


fore "x8 impothtble true feli 
ſhould be found invrre -_y 
The 
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The VI. Concluſion. 


Either deth it confift in the 
oY o0ds that is to ſay,in the plear 
Jares & = tifattions of the ſenſrtvve 
Part of theſonl. Every thing the nears 
erit a cheth to its proper end, 

it wee(for iesend is 

Ks perfeRion)it therefore Bleſſedneſ(s 
confiſted- in thoſe ſenſitive delights, 
A-man ſhould become ſo muchthe 
more perfect, by how much helived 
' more ſenſually, and gaye himſelf up 
toall kind of Loves and yolupur- 

ouſnels ; that is, he ſhould be lo 
much the oz0re a man, by how much 
he lived more like a beaſt : which is 
very abſurd. And fo againe (as was 
rouched in the precedent Concluſt- 
on) Beaſts alſo would be found ca- 
Trl qt xr men, 
r of a more perfet happt- * 

Then man ;.for of ure they 
ve 


' Of «Chriftiewlife— a. 
have no fear of death, no apprehen- 
fion of future miſeries , no know-- 
ledge of God , no feare of Judge- 
ment , no. Lawes., no. Shame, 


no of fleſh and ſpirit ; in 
brief they have nothing , which can, 
either abate the ſenſe, or reſtraine the 
ule ears worm eaſures:ifthere-- 
fore the Felicity of man did confift. 
in the ſures of ſenſe, we ſhould 
all. dere to be metamorphiz'd and. 
become Beaſts: why? becaulc Beaſts 
(uponthis ſuppoſition ) are more. 
ha men. But this was con-- 
to be abſurd before. 


The V 11:Concluſior. 


He the happineſs of man con- 

ſts in ſuch goods,as pert ainunte 
the Intelleftnall or ſuperiour part of 
the ſoule.For as the body is ordain= 
ed for the ſoule, fo of the loule the 
vegetative or lowelt part is _—_ 
or 
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for the Senſtive, and the Senſrive 
forthe IncclleQuall. Secing there- 
fore that the Intelle&t or Ratiogall 

of the Soul, is (as it were) the 
end of the Body and the thing where- 
unto both it, and allo the mferiour 
parts of the ſoul be ſubordinate and 
directed : it is manifeft, that in the 
«AF or exerciſe of this Intelledt , 
Tyne en thereco properly be+ 


s the flnall ha 
man — oh , ſeeing 
that happinef{ c onely to a 
perfeRt maa, and that the | 


of man as man , conhilteth in ſuch 

oods as either to his under- 
Randio or Will; it is hence alſo ma- 
niſet, hatin luch canner of goods 


as me Intelleftuall and rational , 
his proper happiaefie ceaſillech, 


The 


of a Chriſftianlife, 13 
The VIII. (onclefien. 


ut yet this happineſſe of man doth 
ak hongh imelleBinall, For, aswe 
{aid betore , 0/7 is fach z 
peri ,as totally (atisfie 
or the & ne ; rd other= 
wiſe teould not - —_— Pl 
any thing die further to be deſired. 
Now the objeR of the will, (that 
is, of the appetite of man as man ) 
is good in its latitude, or the wnrver- 
ſail good. For we ind , that as the 
underſtanding of man comprehends 
an mfinitie of partinlar werrrves ; 


rg ch comprebend= 
eth _ y Ronny SCI 
a Ca £ to- comprehend 
rat 1vely cyen in imfinitum;lo 
alſo we find, that the wiltof man is 
a$able to defire and effcR an infint- 


ty 
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ty of particular goods ; that is to 
Os, tit allonever aRually defi- 
. reth ſomany, but it is ſtill ready te 

accept and embrace more, whenſo- 
| everoffered, aud this ſucceſſively 
in infinitum , and. that- therefore is 
can never be fully fatisfied., untill ic 
attains to ſome wwverſall or infinite: 
good ; which is not 5o, be found in 
any cxeated-Thipg + for the good- 
neſſe of, every Thing created, is ac; 
beſt but deriyative, particular, and- 
finite ; therefore in no created good 


canthe Felicity of man conkilt. 
| The 1 X. { oncluſion.. 


CF hat the happineſſe of man con- 
feſteth ſolely in the comenplati- 

on and fruition of God. We (aid be- 
fore, that the underſtanding of man 
reſtech not, that is, is not ſatisfied in. 
the knowledge of particular weri- 
£565, nor. his will 40 the. fruition of 
pare 


_ "IS, 


of « Cliftian tife.” to 
icular goods. The laſt end there* 
Fee of them both be Truth 
and Goodneſſe nniverſall , or inirs 
full larirude; which God onely is : 
and Pruicion. of: God alene the Be- 
atitude of man confifleth. Beſides, 
man being what he is, vie, a crea” 
_ pn ws rr oe to know, and 
; our knowledge of every part; 
ES 

n wecom its Þt 

per and true cauſe ciao 
read ——_ oever we obſerye oY 
thing to $e, that is.to ſay,an ; 
we infiantly, yea naturally Lefrens 
© Know its cauſe, why, what, or whence 
itis, Now all things, beſide God, 
appear unto us, and in truth are, bur 
ers of ſome other caule ;, and 
therefore, whatloeyer a man knows 
EET 
orim yr un ce , 

his Skre is cans laisfied, untill be 
attains 
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tains ptriet knowledye thereof (for 
that is naturall, we tremay ing 
that is unperkeRt wo deſire 


and the full ſatizfsion of his In- 
—_ K is manifold 
ns wk knowledge 
rec = im canner beevew ſings 
knows the thing per- 

way, 6 Cons GE eey 


ao he be teh be, yethe can 
nx chem. [ 


OP 


4 taneenlly dei to know the cauſe ; 


| K is manifeſt, that this appetite of 


 & his cannot be compleatly Fre powny 


with the knowl even of all 
ticular things that be, bur Rill ir Mill 
be cndeayouring agd defiring to lee 


allo 
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allo the caulc of they all ; wad that 
ſo mych the more earneſtly, by bow 
ruth it finds the effects themielyes 
ro be more excellent ; or that it felt 
apprehends thead- more perfectly 2 - 
for (0: it 3s aloayes cen, chaxevcey 
naturall motion, prerrea gy 
to its period of pr term , 
ſtronger and Garin gone. In 
the tole knowledge therefore and 
fruition of God ( who is the uni+ 
verall and firſt cauſe of all Things) 
doth mans Blefſedneſſe confilt : ac- 
cording as. $. Awgn/tize hath ex» 

y well obleryed , Thos baſt 
wade ws © Lord (faithhe,) for thy 
ſelf, and enr heart is yeſtieſſe and 
wngquriet, wneill is finderh #67 repoſe #n 
Thee, INE POT. 


$1942 ned 
The X. Conchefion. 500g) 


T bat this Bratitude formally, and 
«s it were im au primo eff 
et 


rs The Felicity 
erh mm the underſtanding or ſeeing of 
Ged, ar heir; but þ notre 


operaitvely, and as in au ſecundo, 
is the will, or in that ineffable plea 
ſwre and a+light which is enjoyed 
the E com ton of 
hin, T\® AR of the will alwayes 
preluppoſerhche A of the under- 
nding, becauſe the obje& thereof 


1s alwayes ſore knows or imaginary. 
£ood. [on therefore that Peart 
rude formally and in its own nature 
is nothing al but the attaining of 
ourlaſtend , as ſoon aseyera man 
attains that he is happy. Bur man 
attaineth his-laſt end(which is God) 
409m aseyer he ſoes, that is, per» 
fetly knows him. Therefore mrbe 
knowledge, and by the knowledge of 
bis laſt end, man becomes efſſemtrally 
happy. But yer becaule this know- 
ledee or contemplation of the Di- 
vine Majelty is inſeparably. accom- 
panicd with a certaia infinite _ 

effable 
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effable joy or pleaſure &dnceived up” 
on that fight, and by which the 
fght or contemplation it ſelf ſeems 


to be perfeRted, therfore we (ay that 
in regard of operation or the exercile- 
of Featinade, that it is compleated 
in the wi/{,which with an infinite de- 
. light doth embrace thilt good ſight, 

and conſent to be abſorpr'and drow 
ned.in the glorious Abyls thereof to 
all Eternity. As in like manner we 
ſay of man,that he conſifts eſſextiall; 
in the union of a rationall Soul wi 


the body,bur yet that he is (En 
empbes acti uch acci- 
dents as do either neceſſarily gr 
contingently follow that union : to 
web ſenſe the Philoſopher alſo faith, 
Delight hath the ſame relation to 
Felicity, which Beawty bath to youth, 


The 


The Felicity 
The X 1. Concluſion 


T perfeft Blefſedneſſs canner be 

artamed n rhis tife, Frelt, becayfe 
in this life we have no immedizre 
knowledge of God, we lee him not 


bur by and through the creatures, - 


and as it were, in tucha glaffe, as 
the Phamaſie' or ſome igteriourfa- 
culry of our ſoul is/able to preſent 


une us 1 Which manner of know» 


ſo imperfſeR, the (ou! of 
was yrs Jo fatiefation therein , 
thay is to ſay, no Beatjtude, no ful 
coutew..\ Secondly, becauſe, as Hoes 

ele is a fjte 


( nor ever ſhall be ) ſuch a generall 
confluence of AU! Good Things upon 

one man,as that nothing ſhould 
be wanting either w his both, or to 


Pm 6 nn JS cw @ a am Tc aft oo iiﬀ..oxacct Er SE 


—_— 


ver 

bug darkened and cclipled with a 
mubritude of errours. Nocto.(peals 
of thoſe inderiour 2nd lefle valuable 


The X I I, Conchefien. 


y a north ending F | © contain >: 
choacs Feligity(or as 'tmere the Finſt 


Fruits 


__—_ 
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Fruits of happineſſe ) may be had in 
this life. In the heart of man we 
may conceiye a double reſt, viz.. ci--. | 
ther of thea t wes 2 tn 
motions 2 
beginn happineſle,a man may, 
Oe it 13 nothing _ rag — Tre 
mini or ſettling of our u 
age rt » whichis in Truth: 
our laſt 'Tis true, ina 
notion all men do defire 
to be happy(becauſe 'tis naturall for 


ery. thing to defire at leaſt that 
prreon which is proper to his 
, in ' 5 OC. te 
poor rut mma un 
to attain happineſle, they do as ge» 
nerally miſtake, few of them know- 


where to find it,.or in what 
Thing it confilts: and therefore we | 
ſee their defires thereofare common= 


ly unequall, irregular, Ec" 
[0 
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But when once a man hath found, 
that his happineſle conſilleth in the 
Contemplation or knowledge of 
God, and is reſolyed to make it his 
chief bufinels, ſtudy, and care to ad- 
vance himſelf therein , his appetite 
becomes in that reſpeRt ſatisfied and 
wiet : But yet again, becaule this 
owledge of God is not perfe& in 
this life, rather in continuall ad- 
vancement towards perfeRionzthere- 
fore we lay in that tecond ſenſe, that 
the appetite is mot ſatisfied, that is 
to ſay, not the motions and fiirrings 
thereof, which indecd never ceale,bur 
are continually labouring and en- 
deayouring after ter ion 
in that (dn: \ 4 pork this {o 
much the more. inceſſantly -and 
ſtrongly , by how much a man 
comes nearer to perfect Beatirude , 
and receives, as it were befarchand, 
ſome glumpſes and Irradiations 
thereof. And this is that we call Fe+ 
B licity 


g_— 
; * 
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licity Inchoate or in its Firſt-fruits» 


The X 111. Concluſion. 


(That Chriſtians have this Felienty 


Inchoate in a greater meaſure, 
then the beſt of phelepbers The 
reaſon is, becauſe the —_— 


greater and more perfeR, then thoſe 
ma A moſt excellemt Philoſo« 
cyer arrive unto, 
what I haye elſewhere ſaid , Ry 
yo men mane evra 
oun upon ndacura princt* 


by which fo he is cleyared unto 

ticipation of the Diyine nature . 
Secing therefore that the operation 
of eyery thing followeth its Efſence, 
(fot every thing worketh, fo far as 


"i 
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it. can, agreeably to its own nature ) 
by how much thenature or effence 


! of an perfect, by > 
NE was 


tion or working, » But Guer is: is a 
| ow Sb much /nobler- and more 
| & effence then nature ; and 
therefore the operations or effects 
jt ry from thence,mult needs 
thoſe ofnature. And fring a= 
that byhow much ihe operation 
or. Action of an hens an per- 
feR, by lo much a greater and more 
perfect delight is conceived there- 
upon,it mult needs follow.that thoſe 
_ Contentments and Gufts 
Chriſtians have with 
God, orgy God,do infinitely excel 
thoſe of philoſophers, which at beſt 
ena luch as the prin- 
cipleis from whence they proceed. 
Beſides, ſeeing that: happuneſſe con- 
ſifteth in theContemplation of God, 
the greater —_— E ® man _ 
Q 
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of God, the greater,that is, the more 
& is his Contemplation and 
ruition of him : But this is certain 
that Chriſtians have greater know- 
ledge of God, then philoſophers ; as 
in regard of the light of Grace, 
which perfeRs that of nature, and 


reyeals unto Chriſtians many excel- 
tent myſteries altogether unknown 
to philoſophers ; nad in regard of 
that Purity of heart, which, as we 
have ſhewed el{where, true Chriſti- 
ans do injoy in a more excellent 


meaſure then others : Thedelights 
therefore which Chriſtians injoy in 
their Contemplation of God are 
much greater in themſelves and more 
, then thoſe which the beſt of 
CO phers could have.And 
this happineſſe Inchoate, 
we ſpeak of, 7" conkiſt in that 
Contemp latica cad Fruition of God 
Which is attainablein this life it fol- 
lows, that it is more perfeRtly at- 


: 
: 
. 
' 
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tained by Chriftians then philoſo- 

phers. Laſily, this happineſſe [ncho- 

4, - «te is ſo much greater and more per- 

fet, by bow much it cometh nearer 

| ” to Felicity conſummate,orthar of the 

'*+ -nexrlife: Butthe Felicity of Chriſti- 

ans, Which is here begun, cometh 

much nearer to Felicity Conſum- 

mate, then that of ohiloſophers - for 

7 as much asno man ſhall eyer aRtu- 

ally attain heayen but by Grace, 

( which the philoſophers neither had 

nor knew; ) it is manifeſt therefore, 

* that true Chriſtians are more juſtly 

eſteemed happy in this world, then 

philolophers : and if then they,much 
morethen any other tort of men. 


; The X I 1 I I Concluſion. 
| 7 fo the delights which good 


| 


Chriſtians find m the (omem- 
plation of God, do ſurpaſſe all the de- 
lights of this world, whither ſenſitive 
or imtellettuall, Three things com- 

B 3 monly 
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monly concurre to the cauſing of de- 
lighe, Firlt the abjeR, or preſcnce of 
ſome geod ; Secondly the ſubject or 
Thing whereto that good is preſent; 
Thirdly the union or Conjyndtion 


of theſe Two together, which is a+ | 
wayes accompanied with ſome | 


wo oce: 0 yarns een [1 
ty upon its proper At ; as for exam- | 
x in, elighes of the tali,therets re- | 


quired {ome plealant meat perbaps 


or ſuch like thing, Secondly the or- | 


gan or ſubject of caſt rightly diſpoſ- 
ed, Thirdly union of theſe, that is, 
application of meat to the palate,to- 
gether with attention of the mind to 
what is done ; for indeed without 
this nothing is done : For ſhould the 
meat be never lo delicious in it (elf, 
yer if jt were put into the mouth of 
a man aſleep, certainly he would be 
little affected with ic, tor no ſenſati- 
on would be.We are therefore in the 
firſt place to oblerye, that the Good 
which 
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which or cuanes the perlecter it 
is ini ſelf ahe greater delight is caul» 


' &h-+ now "tis certain, that Intel» 


leuall gatures axe awch more per- 
te, then things ſenkive ; and that 
the firl} verity 1s infinicely moxe per- 
fe then all thexelt; it is charejore 
moſt able and fit ro-cauſe the Siener 
elt deleations, We axe to oblcrve 
in the ſecond place, that the faculty 
likewiſe, by how much it is more 
exquiſize and perfect, 1o muchthe 
greater delectation is coceaved in the 
work thercof : for the quality of de- 
light follows inamediately that of 
operation ; theeetore the moxe per- 
teR operation is, the perfeRer is the 
delight; bac as we laid, the perfecter 
the taculty be, che perfecter is alſo 
the operation:now of the {ame facul- 
ty,that is to be accounted the more 
p erfe&t operation, which doth more 
comprehend and reach its 

objeſt, Sceing therefore the under- 
: 4 ſtanding 
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Randing is a moreexquiſite 
reps. \ the operation O_Y 
needs be more perfe&t then that of 
fenle, and conſequently a greater de- 
light muſt be had in Fas there- 
of, then in the Acts of ſenſe. Bur 
now among all the Acts which the 


underſtandingexerciſeth,incompara- . | 


bly the moſt perfeRt 1s the Contem- 
plation of the ficlt yerity ; in thar 
Go _— -_ _— moſt 

ight is found, Thirdly,we 
— to mallins that the nc 
more intimate the union of the ob 
jeR and faculty is, the greater alſo 
in that reſpect is the delight ; Bur 
the objeRt of the underſtanding is far 
more intimately united unto the fa- 
culty Intelle&iye, then the objeR of 
ſenle is tothe ſenſe ; for alwayes ſpi- 
eiwall things do more ſtrongly and 
vehemently unite , then corporall , 
and eſpecially God, orc the firſt ye- 
rity, whoſe union with all things is 


in- 
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_—_— imimate ; therefore of 
Srthevaioncf God unto 
the ney ye ; that is, by Con- 
templation of Goa the greateſt de- 
light is obrained. We fce therefore. 
both in regard of che. nature and 
feion of the objeR it ſelf, as al- 

lo of the faculty, and union of both, 
that the delights which follow the 
AR of the iiderlianding do infinite- 
ly excell thoſe which follow the ope- 
rations of ſenſe,and that thoſe which 
follow upon the Contemplation of 

God Almighty are-incomparably 
greateſt of all. ſi.Now ſeeing thatGod 
1s more perfectly underſtood by 
Chriſtians, then by any other fore of 
—_—_ then by the moſt excellent 
philoſophers rs & ng as . before 
we have ſhewen ; and that the na» 
_ rey xn of their underſtanding is 

t of grace infinitel 

Av K that the union of God 
with the foul, and of the foul with 
B 5 God. 
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God through the means of Grace is 
the -molt admirable of all unions, ir 
follows, as we faid, as well from the 
nature of the object ic (elf, asof the fa» 
culty 8 union both, that the delights, 
web _— —_ in the Contem- 
jon of God, do infinitely ſurpaſſe 
uy delights of this world a 
ſenfitive burLatelleRuall alſo. More- 
oyer, ſeeing that in ticular 
ſort of Thongs a oak 
ed ſome one thatis chief, principall, 
and moſt excellent in that kind, and 
as it were the meaſure and rule of the 
reft, approximation whereunto 
the reftare judged to be more or leſs 
Rin that kind; as for example, 
in the Claſſs or przdicament of hoc 
Things Fire 'is reconed to be fu- 
ream, and as it werethe ftandard 
of all other heats, thing be) 
judged to be {o ——_ mg 


w much it cometh nearer to the 


degree of fire : ſering therefore that 
has: God 
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God Almighty in the order of blet- 
ſed and Glorious objeRts is incom- 
parably ſupreme and more excellent 
then all others; Thoſe Things which 
approzch neareſt to the pertetions 
God, or are moſt like him, muſt 
needs be not more perfeCt in 
themſclyes, but alſo more capable of 
the moſt raviſhing comentments.: 
bur "ris certain that the (iderftanding 
of man or his InteleCtive part, com- 
eth neater unto a likenefle with the 
divine nature then rhe ſenſitive, and 
therefore the delights of that muſtbe 
then thote of ſenſe;and ſeeing 
that the ſoul of a Ctuiftian,by rgans 
of Grace &other ſupernatural ptivi- 
tedges beftowed on her, cothes near- 
er unto God, then any other which 
s not in Grace, as is manifeſt 
what we have elſwhere faid, it fol- 
lows, that the True Chriſtian doth 
more participate of divine pleafures 
then any man Wharſoeyer, Bur this 
is 


34 The Felicity 

1s to be underſtood principally of 
Chriſtians : tor we confeſſe 

ſuch as be imperfe&t do meet with 
wany impediments, by which their 
Contemplation of Divine Thiogs is 
obſtructed and troubled, and conſe- 
might receive,and which perfe& 
men certainly do receive in ſuch 
Contemplations,ſometiwes is utter- 
ly loſt,alwayes much abated:yer not 
withſtanding even that very little, 
which  doreceive, h the 
feryour of Charity or divine Loye, 


. emgre ſo ſweet and pleaſant to 
, that for it alone they do ab(o- 
y deſpiſe all the cootentments 
of this world, ſaying with the. Pro» 
Bettey ts one day in thy Courts, 
then a Thouſand elſwhere, W hence 
alſo ir follows, that ſecing all crue 
Chriſtians more or lefle do avoid 
the pleaſures of this world, and with 
affeRion at leaſt pretend 

unto 
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untodivine Contemplation, yea even 
when their taſt and feclings of God 
are but yct imperfe&t ; it follows, I 
ſay, that the lealt delight proceeding: 
in this- manner from God doth infi= 
nicely. ſurpaſſe the greateſt of- the 
world, according as one ſervant of 
God - hath told us in the name of all. 
the reſi: my ſoul,faich he upon a time, 
refuſed to be comforted: 1 did but 
think upon God ; and I was drowned 
in delight. And although this may 
ſeem incredible to carnall men, 
we onght not to wonder, for fuch 
have not the taſt ofthe {pirir. Bur 
be waſhed, O ye ſinners, and make 
you clean : Away with your evil de» 
viſes ; ceaſe to do perverſly, learnts 
do well.Come diſprove me if you cans 
or, if you cannot ; Confeſſe, that the 
-— which we preach unto y0#. are 

re, 


The 
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The XV. (onclufion. 


(T Hat Chriſtians in the Contewr- 
do ER mable deleft ations. We 
come tothe knowledge of Inviſible 
things in this life by the means of 
things viſible ; becaule , as —_— 

teacherh, aur underftanding na- 


vilible. obje&t in the world which 
can mare effectually lead us untothe 
knowledge and comemplation of 
drvine chings ben the Conſideration 
of Chriſt cucificd, proceeding from 
a lively Faith. Becauſe indeed no- 
thing can more cftecually dedare 
the goodneſſe and ineftimable cha- 
rity of God towards man, For lee- 
wg, that tobe loved isa thing of it 
ſelf 
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(elf agrecable to nature, to be 
be io this manner of God, that 
is, unto ſo high a pitch, that he 
ſhould youchtaſe to be crucified 
himſelf for us, who can think , bur 
that it is a pleaſure of all pleaſures 
to conceive? Now ſuch a loye of God 
towards us, doth the confideration 
of Chriſt erucified preſent unto our 
minds, and therefore. of neceffity 
muſt cauſe in them ineffable dele- 
Qations. Beſides, hope of Good is 
a thing which naturally cauſerhde- 
lighe, as making in ſome fort the 
good we hope for, preſent to us : 
and the greater and more certain 
the geod 15 which we hope, ſo much 
the greater and more delight 
is cauſed: But there can be no great» 
er good imagined, then that wich 
Chriftians hope for by the Paſhon ; 
nor more certain , for as much as 
they are aſſured thereof by God 
himſelf, who for that intent, name- 


ly 
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- Spy he might make it fure to 
» was Crucified : Therefore 
from ſuch hope, ſo great, fo ſure, 
Chriftians cannot bur receive ſingu- 
lar Contolation, Thirdly, Admis 
ration - is- naturally accompanied 
with delight , for as much as he 
which wonders at any thing is com- 
monly pofleſſed alio with ſome 
emctelinend bepero know what 
the matter is,at which be finds him- 
- felf to wonder. Now what more 
admirable,yea aftoniſhing,chen that 
God Almighty ſhould be made 
man, and dyeupon a Gibberto lave 
men? Secing therefore that Chri- 
fhans in the Contemplation of 
Chriſts Paſſion do conhder this, 
and alſo conceive moſt firm hope , 
to attain one day unco an abſolute 
aſſurance and fight of fo rare a 
myliery, how can they. be other- 
wiſe affefted then with exceſle of 
delight ? Fourthly., ſecing, _ 


Almighty is fo infinitely perfe& and 
is not poſſible , that 
any one creature he could be com- 
petently expreſſed , but it ſeemed 
neceſſary to his Divine wiſdome 
to create an Univerſe of Creatures, 
that is, this whole world, in the lati= 
rude and yariety whereof the Spirit 
of man might have ſcope enough , 
 andfind infinite examples, wherein 
to contemplate, eyen unto rayiſh- 
ment, the arities of his perfe- 
Qion, ſeeing in like manner 
that the goodnefſe of the fame God 
our bleſſed Sayiour d&h as infinite- 
ly ſurpaſſe all humane underftand- 
ing, not one onely, or ſome few, bur 
a million, a numberlefſe multitude, 
of diyine, gracious, and flupendi- 
ous works were requiſite by him al- 
ſo to be done ; but ro expreflc it in 
ſome part, in the meditation of 
which our ſouls are ted , yea glut- 
ted as it were, with admiration and 
cons 
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content : , Amongſt which nove 
bearing more lively or legible Cha- 
I _ then that of 
his Paſſion; it follows that in his 
Paſſion, and the Comtemplarion 
thereof, greateſt conrege nault be 
found : as experience «lip proverh 
n as infinite number of Chviſtians, 
who by their ations have more 
then ſufficiently ſhewen the ſenſe 
they have had of the Crofie of our 
Saviour, It were an cndiefle lay 
bour to go abou to exprefle them: , 
the infinite yaricty, che multitude 
the ſervants of God have taſted 
from time to time , and do daily 
taſte in this kind : The lives, yea , 
the deaths of thoſe antient Oh 
flians do abundantly ceſtifie how 
great they were ; who in infinite 
multitudes of both ſexes, and of all 
Conditions, mcn and women, for 
the name and for the love of this 
Cruci» 
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crucified Jelits, not onely patiently 
enduredall forts of -perſecunans and 
affliction, but eyen exulted and 
leapt for-yoy in the miditof their 
torres, dying rather through the 
—_— of their delights , then 
pain. The number of Monks 


other lolitary peclons is infigite, who 
in all times for the loye of Jelus 
have withdrawn chemſctves from 
the world, and made choice to live 
in wilderneflſes and cayes of the 
earth, poor, naked, deſticute of all 


things, fave the comforts of divine 
Love, ovely to attend unto this 
Contemplation. Laftly the learned- 
eſt Doctours, and wilctt men of the 
world , how often have they aban- 
doned not onely the pleaſures and 
vanities of the world, ( which were 
ſcarce worthy of them ) but even 
their molt pleaſing and moſt com» 
mendable Studies, yea their own 
ſelves alſo, for the love and Con» 
remplation of this Jeſus ? The 
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The XV I Concluſion. 


Br the holy Scriptures do ex- 
ceedingly elevate the mind of 
good Chriſtians nnto —— 
plations, Firſt, becauſe All Seri 
doth relate unto Chriſt 
crucified,according to that of the A- 
polile. The end or \cope of the law is 
Chriſt. And for as much as writ- 
ing. in its own nature, is bur the fign 
ds ſpoken, as ipecch is ofcon- 
ceptions or thoughts; becaute our 
thoughts do alwayes proceed from 
fome interiour light or 11luftration 
of the mind, by how much that light 
is greater and more excellent, ſo 
much the greater alſo and more per- 
fe& muſt the Conceptiens be, and 
the ſpeech conſequently more pow- 
_ and the writing, _— 
h is repreſented more ad- 
ankle « and profound. Now light 
ſuper- 
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ſupernaturall is alwa eater and 
_ then = : Andice, 
ing allothat there be (eyerall oy" 
in that light, it cannot be-dou x: 
but the Prophets , Apoliles a 
Eyangeliſts, had the = (mca- 
ſures thereof, as being the men 
whom Almighty God was pleaſed 
fo ſingularly to Illuminarte, as that 
neither in writing nor preaching 
they could ſo miſtake, as codeliyer 
falichood for truch : Therfore alſo ' 
were their meditations, their 


and all _—_— of themſelves al- 


wayes , powerfull, and ſeri- 
ous : He therefore that preſumerh to 
underſtand. their writings without 
ſupemnaturall Illuſtration, is as wiſe 
as he that would haye a bird to fly 
without wings : of which fort yer 
there are ſome in theworld, viz. cer 
tain Philoſophers , Rhetoricians , 
.Grammarians, Poets of this age, 
who 'not knowing or not conſi- 


dering 


44 The Felicity 
dering the Fn of ſacred 
Seriemares , do yenture upon them 
with the ſame temerity, as they do 
upon 7wlly , Hortenfss or fore 
other of their windy Authours ; 
and per not finding in them 
thoſe flaſhes of clegance , or 
ſabrilcy , ro which themlielves are 
, preſently they fall ro 
flight and think of them , 
imagining ( weak men nothing to 
be to tublume as Plavs Pinoy 
no CI compa to ome 
Lids heaven, ſhall (one day )langh 
theſe mon to ſcorn,yea our Lord 
have thew in deviſion. For | , 
the nat wr all man 9 rg hs 
things of the Sps , Jort 
yo + ned him, neither 
— —_— 4 they 
ave ſpiriima [cermed. true 
Chrifttan, Ar __ 
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them: and if with pure intention 
and an bumble _ he (er himlelf 
ro the reading © Seri 
anions Brews tee what 
he reades, and begging che grace 
of divine illumination, with con- 


ſhall find thoſe endlefſe and immors 
tall pleaſures in them, which do in- 
comparably exceed the greateſt of 


this world, For this is certain, eyery 
Thing & beft delighted with that 
which is connaturall unto it, as dif- 
ferent hurnours de alwayes affect 
different recreations , according to 
that of the Poet 


Every man fax es. ans 


unto him that is indued with ſuper- 
naturall lght, the moſt naturall,thac 
1s, moſt agreeable fludy of all is cer- 

cainly 


_ Ee ENe -- Ae 


| content. Beſides , every 

hing is beſt pleaſed in ſuch kind 

of Action as is moſt proper for it 
; Bur there is nothing more pro- 
for a Chriſtian then the 


Eve roks 


Faith : of which thing we have ex* 
amples in our modern my" 
W 
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who feeming:1to . give thetnſelvef 
whollyzo Antotls and theſiudy:if 
Philotophy /are!became generally 
lefſe] devour , defle::: Contemplanue 
fides;- Trudy whidh's the dbjeF of 

an ', the Higher iris the 
peg it cauterh in'rheae- 
ifition 5 paw.theyeriryes of hol 
pwre are the malt x vary 
4ccrious.'of | all other "I 
areab ptinctpally ob thch.things as be 
undiſcemable-by IL light. Ar 
gain viiegard-of the i acy of 
mansnanie;which is neuer; Jong do- - 
= ry" —_— F_——_ 
waycsR yarigy 
ſure, the facred Scriptures do 
ome a molt agreeable exerciſe to 
our {pirit, For how admirable, how 
Ttaviſhing is that yariety we meet 
with in y _ Hiſtories, of ſent- 
es , of Types, of Figures? and yet 
a molt My harmony bane 
C chem 
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thein all;;- All-che-parrs - All the 
Books of- the: Old and New. Tefia- 
ment, 
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The XVII. Concluſion, . 


Hat a good Chr:ſtian, the mare 
Y aber is to ſay", 
he lveth. the greater conſolation 
hath from God, from owr Lord Fe- 
ſ#: Chriſt, and from the ſtudy of bo- 
ly Scriptures. This js true, Whither 
we ſpcak-of fimplicity only, Ioceri- 
ougyor thas of the heart : for the 
ungerfianding or miad of man to- 
gether with his affections, the more 
pureand Gncere they be, ſo muchthe 
mere do they regder him fit and, ca- 
pable of /divine Illuſtrations : Far 
this hmpheicy «hoon doth indeed 

ue thag we rogether 

faln terrene and groflc aft 
09s, 50 the end that a 1240S ſpirit 
CES 

f 0a city Or purty,as 

as may be, a him. It 
is true allo, in nm 6mplicty 
3 


- 


ſo IbeFtheny 
extetiour , or that which confifleth 
in the Ations and converfation of 
men, as is manifeſt : For to con- 
Nr hens yep mitt hn 

in greatreſt;*an# yery wal 

| ſedin it ſelf nd nas we ſee 
commonly , that thoſe whos defite 
to partake of divine Humifiations, 
do retire themſelves , as "muth as 
may be, fromi the noyſe and difizr- 
bances of the world, as of the Spouſe 
in the -Canticles it is ſaid;” wilt 
lexd her into the wilderneſſe*, faith 
he, that is, into ſolitude; 'and hore 
will I ſpeak to her heart, And4iWan 
other place, He ſhall fir alowe';\ ind 
keep filence breanſe, by fo doi 
he ſhalt be lifred np above binsſelf. 
And contratiwite we ee, the richer 
2 man is,” and more incombred with 
worldly affaits, the lefleis he afhe- 
Red unto contemplation; bur where 
2 mans ourward affairs' are few' or 
none 
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: nones/ there ts alwayes lefle diltra- 
Ghei of winds: [Therefore our holy 
Fathers and predeceſſaurs in the 
Comemplative life , were alwayes 
- wan to renounce their atfairs of the 
, world, and, xevice: —_— ant 
Solitude;  thasby promptly 
and readily 'to — Divine Me- 
dutactions, ae man _— in 
hig. particular e& and -qualic 
ſhall find, the marek ade 4 
\rightly he; indeaxoury to live: » he 
; greater Conſolations het ſhall -re- 
- Eye from God and from Chrilt.. . 


The. X.V.111. Concluſion, 


lat (he Chriſtian life is the one- 

h Bleſſed life. Never was there, 

nor ever (hall be found out any kind 
of life more happy hen thar, becauſe 
IIS better. 1f therefore the life of 
may be accounted , happy 
ig ba world , it "Vn that of 
Chri- 
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Chriſtians. - For if -weodſcrve, it 
'comprekenderh all thote 
wherein the yas _ ancencl 
o_ eſfle,and to hath 
4m ood and defire- 
preps as:forexample , | if we! = 
happineſſcqstooeE then di 
the Conternplation of God . and 
things Divine, there is none more 
quinllans and- petfe&-''then'; thoſe 
-whichthe Chrittian life 
-1f we-plice it in merall virtue} amd 
inthe life ative, that is; in good 
rm—_—_ of - our ſelves -and <= 
, there is no better to be defired 
by mew thea that which . Chriſtian 
Philoſophy prelcribeth, If we place 
it in riches, honours, Ling. 
ties,” or other goods of the 
(though this may ſeem hardeſt) Fo 
the an lite is nor akoge 
E _ 3 and hath "no 
abſolute nce to them :"'for 
we Gy; w oeyer perfeRtion ap= 
pears 


» 
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pears in the effet, is ſome; way or 
other in the cauſe ; as the Sunne, 
which cauſeth heat in all inferiour 
bodies, is it {elf aJſo, atlealt yirmale 
hot 2 it-is not, indeed. neceflary, 
caule ſhould. contain eyFry pary 
ucular ian of the for» 
naplee and in the ſane manner as the 
doth; it-ſuffcerh , that w be 
contained eminently, as We By 4, of 
by ſome more [oxccllens, way: » $he8 
x i34athe cftect, 59 19 praporiion 
_—_— ſay, that the Cm oy 
comprehend , yea 
thoie - goods - which Secular: men 
do ſo much:dehre , though 09,48 
tuch-manner as they, commogly"'atr 
feRt and hunt, aties them 4 bus 110: @ 
betcer, thatis, in a due andcongrtr 
ous {ubordination — _——_— 
108k goods . i hjiRian 
ife, beiog 35s a life of wiſdowe,p 
life of molt perfe& prudence. and dit- 
cretion , when we ice that the chiogs 
C 4 which 


54 
which the world (6 much admireth, 
riches, honours, pleaſures, &c. are 
by them (viz. good Chriftians ) in 
a manner negle&ted, we cannot but 
conclude that they ' find thernſelves 
fatisficd otherwiſe ; that is, poſſe(- 
ſed of riches, honours, pleaſures '&e., 
of 2 more noble and moreexcellent 
nature then thoſe be, which they 
ſecm'.'ro deipiſe, \For- vaving. the 

ce of God', and our” Saviour 
Chriſthim(ſelf &velling- in thens by 
Faith , they conceive -'thenilelyes 
thereby" in poſicſſton of 1o great'a 
good; that in'compariſon thereof ; 
there is lirtle- elſe worthy 'of thels 
veſires,” They have alſo an 
aſſurethope torecover in'the: Re» 

furteion -, whatloever 
or other ornaments of the body, 
there they might ſeem 'to want, ye: 
4rv that j: ree of excellency and glo- 
xy, ' Which the heart of man. cannet 
goW toniceiye ,- and to injoy with 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt for ever, that life and end- 
lefle felicity, of which the Apofile 
ſpeaketh, ye hath not ſeen, nor the 
tar beard, neither hath it entred 
into the heart of man to conceive, 
what Things God hath - ns 
them that love him. And 

obſerve, that good Chriſtians bogs 
nerally of a' chearfull and Heaton 
Converſation, not- ſeeming either ro 
deſire, or to fear any thing over» 
much jn this world, andtobe as- it 
were, out of the Gun-ſhot of inor- 
dinate forrow ; according as -it »is 
written, Nothing ſhall grieve the 
Juſt wan of wr I mot happeneth 
wo him; & wa as it was faid of the 
Apoltles 0 our Sayiour, 7; _ 
from the Councell rejoyci rx. 

they were held worthy cio 


proch for the name of rcp 
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TheX 1X. Concluſion, 


(JT Het it is m hard matter to 4t- 
tain Chriſtian life, and therein 
by Gods help to perſevere pate the 
end. The principall thing :equi 
thereto is the grace of God, that 
I mean, which is net onely a 
meer gift of God, or freeh given, 
ket wad Gal oc al 
wal ous » Or 3 
Ds Bleed is onely to be had 
from God, but he, the h his In- 
Genes fact coghe 
noo iaclined to give it 
wSo them that 26k, ia that Le 
there is go difficulcy to attain Cane 
Qian life. att br ayes his 
vn [oane, 2s A c argueth, 
how (hall he not with him give 
, and that cafily , all Things? 
There is allo required ſome dilpo- 


figon 


Of « Chriftion life. $7 
fition on our part to receive th* 
grace of God, which yet readers 
nas the attainjng of Chnitian ow, 
nor perſeverance therem throuy 
Grace ; difficult or : hard. For 
can it be hard for a man co dothat 
which is in his own power ? Can 
it be hard for a man to do 'that 
which nawrall readon tells him "1s 
beſt, is for: bis own , and 
in his own gleftion ? a-man 
therekart bu obierue three parcepts, 
and he {ballfind eta 
pexſeyerance in Choſtan _ lite by 
Gods grace, cake » 'The folks , 
Thet he bewe continual Thaagds 
and ne fixions wpon the meſeries of 
Humave life , and —_ FA 
a the bowr and rows of is 
death. For feving; that man dy- 
ah, as all other cranes do, 
be ought aben thus to. think aud? 
waſcn wh Kimicl. ; To vat 
* punpale do I ths labour ? _ 
g 
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* good do all theſe Riches and Ho- 
jPNrous dome? bam ſure ro dye and 
leayethem-all. Tam _— d _ 
yet che bour and time of | he 
moſt uncertain. What 
day ? as 'tispoſſible enough, ir 
good would it then do nie , to haye 
had the whole world at commend? 
Orthus ; 1f the condition of mag 
and beaſt be alike (asin death we 
ſeem, ) truly. we men are a great 
deal more hop then they : for 
unto bruit beaſts Nature it (elf 


cheir life,, which 

we. men haye not, but with a 
great deal 'of labour and pains. 
- Beaſts are fatisfied with that one- 
ly which is preſent , never- taking 
Joke the future,as man doth,who 
is never” contented with what © he 
bath ,; bur ill defiring infariably 
more, and yexed ith 4 Million - 
© 


- 


Of a Chiſftian life. 59 
of cares for that which is to come. 
Beaſts are not fubje& to half thoſe 
infirmities of body which man is ; 
fickneſſe , weaknefſe,, wearineſſe; 
&c. and for thoſe of the- mind, tri- 
balations, anxicties, diftrefſes, which 
we ſuffer in infinite yariety 
day, they know them not. Bea 
axe content with a little', their-de- 
fire is preſently fatisfied with bur 
a ſmalt proviſion ; but th: defires 
of man are without end ; his 
heart is reſilefle , inſcrutably per- 
yerle and miſerable with all. Laſt- 
ly, beaſts bave no Thoughts of any 
Neure life , nor of the Immor- 
raliry of Soul, about which men 
are extreamly perplexed , almoſt 
in continuall dread and apprehenfiy 
ons of going, after all che trou- 
bles and toylings of this life, unto 
pains eternall, ITf* therefore our 
toul be - not indeed Immortal, 
there 1s go creature 40 miſerable 


= - — 
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as man ! Bur if it be Immonall, 


tire haye made the moſt aoble and 
moſt excellent of all other Crea- 
rures ,. ſhould yer be found to be 
of them. all. = molt milcra bile , 
we muſt confefſe ſome othes hap mew” 
ned reſerved for him, or elſe acay 
ovidence of God oyecr his works. 
or ſerting that ia the would 22. 
Things 2 acw., wh 
were not Ly appear that 
can poſſibly make it ſelf, or 


one. Dana it cannot be-dou 
þut that every Thing in the world is 
made to be, by lomeching clic 


of 4 Chriftian; life. 6x 
ignorance or nan» pizyifiaa of the 
erue cauſe, ) 2 paradox {ufbcgently 
cenfured by the yery qxdex of the u- 
niyerle, and chat wond 65: xp 
rity which ablerycd yea ſeaſible in 
all the procetiings of nature. And 
ſeeing again, that in cauſes ſubordi- 
nate, we may not run from one to an 
other in infinitxns, we mult pitch at 
lad} lome one, which be 
the (iſt god generall cauſe of all ; 
and This is confeiſed tobe God : 
EY 

courle af Argument, meer 
inflin&t of aature men generally ac- 
knowledge God, and allo worſhip 
him ia Come way or other .: nar was 
there ever maan that could fcr- 
tle in che opinion that There was xo 
Gad.And that God hath providence 
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ef nature i3the work of an Ime/leR 
which erreth nor, And althoughit 
hath *come-in'diſpute among them, 
whither God hath providence over 
Hutnane affairs(perhapsim regard of 
the 'great irregularities and 'deyiati- 
ons which ſeem tobe in them, more 
then in other things )'y& certainly it 
catmot be deni any wiſe man, 
but that he hath oyet them, «nd over 
all, and over the leaſt; #s much as 
over the greateſt. Becauſe Provi- 
dence in eyery Thing is ſo muchthe 
more perfe& and more excellent, of 
how much- it further extends it 
and taketh care of mote Things-; 
ſering then that the Providence of 
'God muſt be acknowledged the 
NEEIS of all, it mult alſo of 
ty extendit felf to all Things, 
it muſl leaye nothing unprovided 
for ,it muſt overpaſſe nothing. We 
obſerve alſo in all cauſes a naturall 
and yehement inclination, as it were 


os 


Of «Chriftiaitife,” #5 
wo -and ir effects; 
rect beak what 
an _ and ——_——_— 

ir young. ones ? Seeing 
Cle dmehateigniodiats 
The ſecond calttes, they have it, from 
the firſt, co which they do all natw- 
rally- defire;. ſo much as naay be, t6 
aſſimilate themſelyes  /it 1s. raani- 
'feft char- che firitaod graerall caulc 


-car&iover all part effects, ſee- 
ing; he is thecauſe of all, Bekdeyif 
.God hath not. providence over bil- 
«manc affairy, . tis thexeaſon. 3s 
-it becauſe hecannot2 ar becauſe.he 
knows not:how to govern them? 
or laſtly becauſe he-willnax > none 
of theſe can be imagined of God.For 
ſhall we: chink of -God,, that he 
caanotor knoweth not how. to exe- 
cute that; which man both knowerh 
and alfo is able to do ? and if buta 
good 
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man, who: hath ability and 
ill ro order affairs, is alſo eyer wil- 
ling of -bis own pareto do it, ſhall 
we think of God, who is moſt able, 
molt skilfull and wile; 2nd allo infi- 
i > that rar be oſt 
in, if a lems 
er; cant humane affairs oy 
hath 'he given man ſuch cs 
inflin&t and inclination: eo worſhip 
himd>Godand nature, we uſe to ſay., 


do nothing in yan. We: conclude. 


therefore, that itis an ar tone- 
ly of -madneſſe- or a diflempered 
mindco g——_ i no God, orthat 
God 34, butt bath wot providence or 
"ture wer uw men'; and that it is the 
part& d uty ofa wile mag. not caely 
to know, bux continually to conſider 
that there is a Governour over the 
world, who hath the ſame-particu- 
tar provideneeover men,thathe hath 
oyer other naturall Things. char is, 
to conduct & guide them all by due 


means 
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Of Chriſtian life. &r 
means unto- their propet and laſt 
ends. And becaule it is his property 
to diſpoſe AY Things ſmeetly, he 
ideth eyery one of them to their 
ends in ſuch manner aw con+ 
and; agreeable: co leye* 

rall natures; and man in particular 
Freely according to that -li of 
his will, which is naturall to him. 
From whence it isallo; that among 
men, fone are gdod; and'(ome are 
eyill': Phe good arc they whole lite 
s agreeable to'reaton, confarming 
themielyes -ro fuch Illuminarions 
and Inſpiratiors as they haye from 
God, in all chings -ftutying- and 
endedyouring to pleafe: tim : The 
eyill-are chole who follow nor rea+ 
ſon, nor obſerye any reRicude or re- 
gularity of life, If checefore rhe Di- 
vine” _—_—_— hath providence over 
humane affairs, and be Juſt, as ke 
is, he mult certainly have derermi- 
ned ' with himſelf both to reward 
the 


the good, and to iſh-fuch 2s be 
_ Bur = CE enthang 
not exactly, not particularly, 

this hte, rs; ot __— 
ſome other-life ro come; wherein tho 
rewards of che: Jab agd puns 
of the wicked ſhall: be moreeni- 
neatly. ſeen... Which if ir be 10, bow 
much doth. it concern us to plealc 
God by.a good life ?: And iaeing,} 65 

we bave diwhete ſhewen, that 
can be no berter kife,chen theiChrilk- 
an life is, / it is to ne purpoſe for us 
to- ſeek any where. clic howto hive. 
or how to pleale Gad.:. for a lite to 
led cannot: be : without: ith: dug xe- 
ward, catinot be frulkated of char 
inefſe which 'is pcomuled. to/it 
if it could, there were no life ſure of 
happineſle : for the life of Chriſtt- 
ans. in, many reipects ſheweth that 
Gad hath peculiar vidence over 
them ; and "fore their faich were: 
ROT ITUC, neither could their _ 
m 
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Of a Chriſtian i:fe. 67 
much be povern it, nor would 
God ſufttr them Hook in thaterrour, 
whole Goodnefle it is to //{aminate 

thoſe -whith art Good 'and right of 
heart; ard to harden and! ni in 
blindnefſe - onely thoſe Which are 6+ 
yil;'1f therefore Theſe Things be lo, 
ler us believein Chriſt, and lec us live 
Chriftianly,” for ſodoing, as is ma. 
nifeft by achath been faid,wecan- 
_ ſh but/muſt be happy im thus 

and in'the next.  - 

| dy Te a man hath by this Gefirom 
fideration prepared himlelf, and is 
tefolyed to do what he can to attain 
Chiiſtian lifg,the tecond Precepeto 
be given hinvis this, pie. The: be fe 
rronſly conſider what that thing is, 
whoretnChrs ftanlife doth as it were 
rſſemvially 7 ; we isthe grace of 
God;1 tmeanthar grace,which axwe 
rouehed before;dow jultifre & make 
atman good in the fight of God. For 
we obicryc {ome men as loon as ay 
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are become exceeding: good 
Chriſtians: with which yanity 'ma» 
ny deceive themlelves ,, pretend» 
y 
ing to be Chriſtians, bur fal{lyewg 
-ofeed-a fooliſh, lokewarm. Ec very 
arrgaotſort of people, Men indeed 
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ts he can probably. perſuade 

If chat rg wth (5 And 
hk Gra Gators 
and by the Holy Sacraments all. 
thoſe | who deyoutly and worthily, 
come -unto them, - let .him prepaze 
himllCin.the cond placeto receive 
the Sacraments, with the belt diſpo= 
Grion and di he can : In par» 
ricular, 1£'he be a believer, ' hur.yer, 
nat Bapxized, let him prepare hum» 


good Intentiva ; If he be alrea= 
oy « Chiſhz, beg of fins, let 


rrue. gion P 


cramens of the; Euchariſt ;. and. ig 
this caurie et higa perfil} cepltaaly 
untill by ſome. gaod omg be 


ſelf a great and' eamelt | 
of his fins |, (and oP hienfelf for 
thern; a (Eri6us mretition never to 
wtn to them again, 2 nd rev re 
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Of a Chriſtian life. 7t 
all yicrue: Now this ya 


fiudyerh Sunphaty; that is w ſay 
of heart, inte- 


7  ' The Feliodty. 
works of mercy, ſpirituall, cor- 
xr at home agd abroad. Xs 


bers give if A mr mn __ 
ons , 


tor Rea ode reaſon of 
propre yrn eſtates by conditions 


of men, I ſhall adviſe every one , 
who Bath deſire to live indeed this 
life of a Chriſtian, to addrefſe bim- 
0 yer CE 
who s learning and experience 
= dire him; and ac- 
cord: to =_ to govern 

himſelf in his icuall affairs. Buc 
_— » that he fall not 
and indifferent Confeflours , who 
haye indeed ſome form or ſhew of 
be hoagt prin 
thereof, Itma ps 
CE =; 

th rang) 11s 

cerner of hearts : Nay whereas it 
1s 
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is ſaid, by their -fruits' ye ſhall kyow 
them, though they bee indeed but a 
kind of hypocrites and difſemblers , 
yet have ſome apparence of 
ood works. :How. then ſhall we 
:know chem ?..:1 ſay fill, it ſhall not 
be difficulr:to know ithem, for any 
man that defires to walk uprightly; 
lecihg it is written ; Light s F; ” 
#p even indarkneſſe, to the upright 
in heart. And 1) another\place , 
Yowr- anointing ſhall teach:you all 
things. And eyen in naturall things 
we ice, thoſe which have different 
forms can never abſolutely. agree , 
eſpecially if choſe forms be contra- 
ry : now the form, that is to lay, 
the ſpicit and diſpoſition of a true 
Chriftian; and of a formaliſt , are 
as contrary as can be ; the one, thar 
isto ſay, the true Chriſtian, look- 
ing onely- at the ſeryice of God ; the 
z-eyer to his .own iaterelt ; 

D 2 there= 
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his adviſe let hin frequene the holy 
Communion : for as we have ſhews 
enehewhere, amoagſt all the Ceres . 
monies of Religion , the Sacra» 
ments of Penaaace & of the Eucha- 
rſt are moſt efficacious both to 
i and to pr 
Grace, 


Afet - wer i NG 


_v$rEe laboursto live Chei- 
Third precepe I am to 
ens ps is This, That be confider 
Bl, that by many Tribulation: we 
waſt enter into the ki done of God, 
For we fay in Chriltian Religion, 
that to live won muſt ds good and 
er evill, ſo perſevere uns 
=” He therefore prove to 
live like a IT prepare 
3 
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and fir himſelf*for tribulation, ac+ 
cording to that of the wiſe man, Adj 
ſonne when thou comeſt to ſerve God; 
faich he, fand in fear, and 
thine heart for Temptation ; becaule 
adverſity foreſten doth lefſetrouble 
us; And that he may more cafil 
endure that which comes,let him of- 
ten remember the labours and pafſt- 
| ons of our Blefſed Saviour, and of 
his Saints, as well ofthe New as the 
Old Teflament : let him read fre+ 
quently the hiſtofies and kiyes ofthe 


Saints, becauſe, as the Apoile faith, ' 


What foever things are writes , 
for on learning they. are written , 
that we by Patience and Conſolation 
of the Scriptures might have Hope : 
let him often, yea continually if it 
were poſſible, haue before his eyes 
the ſhortneſle of this life , and the e- 
ternity of that which is to come,that 
is to ſay, the eternity of our glory or 

pains. 
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ins. For ay + ingnothing can hinder, . 
that ohes ort nee a_ _ 
quick] e away,&that at 
Fekio ne: muſt of necelh arrive at 
the other, which never have, 
end, whoſoever ſhall ſeriouſly and 
duely think of this, will ſurely lefle 
regard the troubles of the world ; 
nay, he will think himſelf happy, if 
by —_— GIN eternall 
, and gain heayen though 
laſt He muſt alſo remember, mw 
Almighty hath prepared 
excellent rewards for all thoſe who 
for his Sake, ſuffer temptations and 
m—_ here,as it is written, Eye 
ath not (cen, noPeþ# ear beard nei- 
ther hath it entved tato tht heart of 
man, what things God hath prepared 
for them that love him. He that - 
thinks of this , will not certainly 
much ſhrink-ac any temporary <ri- 
bulations, but rather be ready tocry 
out 


IT on 
erm Glery which us to-come, 


which ſhall be revealed in us by the 
Grace of onr Lord Jeſws Chriſt. To 
or hom mit he Fatker and the Her 
- 62. 7 
through all ages for 

ever, Amen, 


